








































What More Can Be Done to Conserve and 
Restore Wetlands? 

SARATOGA COUNTY HAS EXPERIENCED 

significant population growth in the last rwo 
decades and sllch growth will likely continue due to 
its proximity to Albany. From 1980 to 1990, the 
County's growth rate was 17.9 percent-the high
est rate in the State Capital District and third high
est statewide.12 With this growth comes increasing 
pressure on the region's natural resources. More 
development and impervious surfaces at the 
expense of forests, nonregulated wedands, and 
other natural areas wiU likely increase local flooding 
and demand for water. J n advance of such develop-

menr, we must examine ways to minimize adverse 
impacts of soil erosion and stormwater runoff on 
waterbodies as well as means of reducing the effects 
of this runoff, water diversions, and groundwater 
withdrawals on existing wetlands. 

Numerous oppornmities exist for citizens, 
non-profit organizations, government agencies, 
and the business community to help accomplish 
shared objectives with limited resources. Some 
strategies to improve the status of wetlands are 
outlined below (for more ideas, consult Appendix 
A of In Search of Swampland). 
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Government Strategies 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Develop, implement, and promote a consistent 
public policy to identifY, protect and restore 
wetlands. 
Ensure proper implementation of existing state 
and federal statutes and local ordinances that 
protect wetlands through interagency coordi
nation, adequate staffing, training, and 
enforcement capabilities. 
Accelerate wetland restoration on public lands 
and on private lands with voluntary landowner 
support. 
Develop comprehensive master plans for cities 
and towns that include wetland conservation as 
a major goal. 
Consider techniques to improve local wetland 
protection such as partnering with municipal 
programs for water quality/stormwater man
agement, green space, and recreation. 

• Develop strategies and implement plans to 
control the spread of invasive species. 
Establish cost-sharing programs to support • 
acquisition of wetlands and associated buffers 
by land trusts. 

• Provide tax and other economic incentives to 
private landowners and industry to promote 
wetland preservation and restoration. 

• Scrutinize cost-benefit analyses and justifica
tions for flood control projects that involve 
channelization of wetlands and watercourses. 

• Increase public awareness of wetland values 
and the status of wetlands through various 
media. 

Individual and Corporate 
Strategies 

• Maintain existing privately-owned wetlands as 
open space. 

• Seek non-wetland sites fo r development proj
ects and avoid or minimize wetland and buffer 
impacts during project construction. 

• Donate wetlands or funds to purchase wetlands 
to private land trusts or public agencies. 
Support wetland protection and restoration • 
initiatives by government agencies and non
profit conservation organizations. 

• Attend public meetings on wetlands and par
ticipate in the decision-making process on the 
use of these natural resources. 

• Work with public agencies and others to 
restore previously degraded wetlands on your 
property. 

• Construct ponds and vernal pools in uplands 
and manage them to support wetland and 
aquatic species. 

• Communicate the importance of wetland pro
tection to family members, friends, neighbors, 
company executives, and policy-making gov
ernment officials. 

• Purchase federal and state duck stamps to sup
port wetland acquisition. 

WETLANDS ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF 

our natural heri tage they are the vital link 
between our land and water resources. Wetlands 
help preserve the quality of drinking and recre
ational waters and protect property from flooding, 
while providing unique habitats for diverse flora 
and fauna. Extensive wetland acreage has been lost 
and degraded in the Northeast making the 
remaining wetlands even more valuable. We need 
to work towards preserving wetlands and their 
functions and, wherever possible, restoring wet
lands, streams, and their buffers. These goals can 
only be achieved through cooperation between 
government, the business community, and private 
citizens. By working together to keep wetlands 
wet and wild, we can give future Saratoga County 
residents an inheritance of a priceless natural 
resource. 



Wetland Resource Guide 

Additional Readings 
To learn more about wetlands, visit your 
local community or coUege library and 
check out the following. 

Field Guide to Non/idal Wetland Identifica
tiol1 (1988) by R. Tiner, reprinted by 
the Institute for Wetland & Environ
mental Education & Research, P.O. 
Box 288, Leverett, MA 01054; 413-
548-8866. (technical guidebook for 
identifying wetland plants and hydric 
soils; Northeast focus; includes 198 
color plates) 

Fwhwater Wetlands: A Guide /0 Common 
bldimlor Plants of the Northeast (1981) 
by D. M agee, University of Massachu
setts Press, P O. Box 429, Amherst , 
MA 01004; 413-545-2219. (technical 
field guide to wetland plants; North
east focus) 

Halldbook for Wetlands Conservation fllld 
S/lslaillability (1998) by K. Firehock, 
L. G raff,). Middleton, K. Starinchak, 
and C. Williams, Save Our Streams 
Program, lzaak Walton League of 
America, 707 Conservation Lane, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878-2983; 800-
BUG-1WLA. (guide to protecti ng, 
restoring, and monitoring wetlands) 

Tn Search of Swampland: A W(t/and SOIll'Ct
book 01111 Field Guide (1998) by R. 
Tiner, Rutgers University Press , P.O. 
Box 5062, New Brunswick, NJ 08903; 
732-445-1970. (layperson's guide [0 

wetland ecology and wetland plant, 
hydric soil, and wetland animal identi
fication; Northeast U.S. focus; includes 
38 color plates) 

Our National Wetlflnd Hmtage: A Protetfi(m 
Guide (1996) by). Kusler and T. 
Opheim, Environmental Law Insti
tute, 1616 P Street NW, Suite 200, 
Washington, DC 20036; 202-939-
3800. (guide to wetland protection 
strategies for local governments) 

Saratoga County Wetlands Guidebook (1998) 
by rhe Land Trust of the Saratoga 
Region, lnc., 110 Spring Street, 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866; phone 
518-584-9934 (list/description of pub
lically accessible wetlands to explore in 
the cou nty) 

Wetland Inditato,'s: A Guide to Wetland JdC1l
tifitation, Delineation, Classifitation, 
and Mapping (1999) by R. Tiner, 
Lewis Publi shers, eRC Press, 2000 
Corporate Boulevard N W, Boca 
Raton, FL 33231; 561-994-0555. 
(textbook with indepth reviews of list
ed topics; 55 color plates) 

Wetlands (1994) by W. Niering, National 
Audubon Society Narure Guide, 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1nc., New York, NY. 
(introduction to wetlands and field 
guide to wetland plants and animals; 
national focus; color plates) 

Wetlands (1993) by W . Mitsch and). Gos
selink, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 115 
Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003. 
(textbook on wetland ecology) 

Wetlands: Charatt~ristitS and Boundari~s 
(1995) by Committee on C haracteri
zation of Wetlands, National Academy 
Press, 2101 Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20418; 800-624-
6242. (reference book on wetland 
delineation and related topics) 

Winter Guide to Woody Plants of Wetlands 
and Their Bord~rs: Northeastern United 
States (1997) by R. T iner, Institute for 
Wetland & Environmental Education 
& Research, P.o. Box 288, Leverett, 
MA 01054; 413-548-8866. (fidd 
guide to winter plant identification) 

Wetland Contacts 
For additional informacion on wetlands, 
also contact the following agencies: 

Wetland Regulation and Policies 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Albany Field Office 
Regulatory Branch 
1 Bond Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
(518) 270-0588 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 11 
Wetlands Pro tection 
290 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007-1866 
(212) 637-3801 

New York State D epartment of Environ
mental Conservation 
Wetlands Program 
50 Wolf Road 
Albany, NY 12233-4756 
(518) 457-0698 

-

NYSD EC Region 55 
H udson Street Extension 
Warrensburg, NY 12885 
(518) 623-3671 

Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
(518) 891-4050 

Saratoga County Envi ronmental Manage
ment Council 
Saratoga County Municipal Center 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
(518) 884-4705 

Soil and Water Conservation D istrict 
50 West High Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
(518) 885-6900 

Wetland Restoration 

U.S. F ish and Wildlife Service 
New York F ield Office 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, NY 13045 
(607) 753-9334 

U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 
50 West High Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
(518) 885-6900 

Wetland Maps 

Cornell Institute for Resource Information 
Systems 
Resource Information Lab 
302 Rice H all 
Ithaca, NY 14853 
(607) 255-4864 

NWI home page: wetlol1dsfws.gov 

Wetland Publications and Related 
Information 

U.S. F ish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Services (NWl) 
300 Westgate Center Drive 
H adley, MA 01035 
(413) 253-8616 

EPA W etland Protection H otline 
1-800-832-7828 
httpJ/www.epa.gov/OWOW/ 
wetlandslwet/i ne. htm I 

Vernal Pool Information Website 
http://eorth.simmoTlS.edulv~nlallpool 

Ivenlal.html 
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